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The self-study process has culminated in an honest, clear look at what Fairmont 
State University has done well and has yet to accomplish.

 The report is the result of the efforts of numerous individuals listed at the opening of each criterion 
chapter, office directors who kept impeccable records of their work, and of all employees over the past 
ten years who performed their jobs to the best of their ability.  We wish to acknowledge the assistance 
of the Higher Learning Commission staff, who provided written and oral guidance during the Annual 
Meetings; liaison Andrew Lootens-White, who responded immediately and thoroughly to our 
requests for clarifications, and finally, to former FSU provost and author of other self-studies, H. Dean 
Peters, who understood the process extremely well and was available for consultation at any time.

We look forward to outside analysis from the visiting team and the opportunity it provides to see 
ourselves through a different professional lens.  We believe the evidence supplied for each criterion 
clearly verifies our adherence to the criteria for accreditation.  We realize that with changing economic, 
demographic, accreditation and governmental requirements, the work of remaining an accredited 
institution will take on a different face, and will continue without an intermission from the moment 
this report is submitted.

Education is a privilege and should be a rewarding experience for the learner.  It is an awesome 
responsibility for an institution to provide that education to the maximum extent that its resources and 
expertise allow.  Fairmont State University is proud of its efforts and accomplishments thus far, and is 
already preparing its next iteration of service and excellence through a strategic plan and compact.

Christina Lavorata, Ed.D.

Provost and VP, Academic Affairs
Self-Study Coordinator
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